
 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
France’s Best Kept Secret is on Our Doorstep 
 
Part French Riviera, part tropical paradise, New Caledonia is a land like no other. 
 
Just 2.5 hours from Sydney and 2 hours from Brisbane, Australia’s closest Pacific neighbour is a 
heady mix of French and Melanesian cultures in a setting of outstanding island beauty. 
 
White beaches, turquoise waters and mountain rainforests are contrasted against a fragrant language 
and a procession of romantic imagery - gendarmes, baguettes, Citroëns, petanque, crepes and the 
Tricolor. 
 
Underpinning it all is an ancient Melanesian culture, proudly maintained by New Caledonia’s 
indigenous Kanak people and visible in a continuing tradition of art, song, dance and custom. 
 
The capital, Nouméa, is where these cultures are most vibrant. Set on a hilly peninsula surrounded by 
bays, Nouméa is the largest city among the South Pacific isles. Its magnificent Tjibaou Cultural 
Centre has been lauded as the Opera House of the Pacific and is a celebration of island cultures. 
 
Nouméa’s city and waterfront are the focus of its outdoor lifestyle, teaming with French restaurants, 
cafes, bars and marinas. The weekly evening carnival Thursdays at Place des Cocotiers draws 
hundreds to the city square to enjoy food, arts, music and entertainment. 
 
Beyond the city, New Caledonia’s tropical allure is most apparent on the unspoilt Isle of Pines, one of 
the most spectacular islands in the Pacific. Sailing among its emerald bays aboard a traditional 
outrigger Pirogue is one of New Caledonia’s most evocative experiences. 
 
And beneath the waves is another spectacular world. New Caledonia’s lagoon is the largest in the 
world, formed by a coral reef that encircles the entire mainland, Le Grand Terre. It harbours a wealth 
of sea life including whales, dugongs, turtles, nautilus and a myriad tropical fish and corals. 
 
Surprises abound throughout New Caledonia, from the stark red soils of the Great South to the 
‘Caledonian cowboys’ of the cattle country. All that remains is to explore them – France’s Best Kept 
Secret really is on our doorstep. 
 
 
Visit www.newcaledonia.com.au or phone New Caledoni a Tourism.South on 1800 673 745. 
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